they had raised serum IgM levels and mitochondrial, thyroid and gastric organ-specific antibodies.
It was suggested that these patients may represent a distinct variant or sub-group of systemic lupus erythematosus, for which the name 'lupoid sclerosis' was proposed.
[For a full report of this study see Brain (1972) Six patients were described in whom a clinical picture resembling multiple sclerosis was associated with laboratory findings suggestive of systemic lupus erythematosus.
The commonest neurological finding was spastic paraplegia. The cerebrospinal fluid showed a slight excess of protein together with a paretic Lange curve. Four patients had positive lupus erythematosus cell tests and all had antinuclear antibodies, mostly in low titres. Five of the patients had a chronic biological false positive Wassermann reaction. All six cases differed from systemic lupus erythematosus, however, in that
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